
T his guide and map highlight features of the 
U.S. Capitol Grounds. Begin your exploration 
anywhere on the map. As you follow 

walkways, enjoy the many scenic views of the Capitol 
and its surrounding landscape.

Once a rural area, the Capitol 
Grounds today provide a 
park-like setting that offers 
a picturesque contrast to the 
formal architecture of the 
building.  The grounds, with 
many trees, bushes, and �owers 
that bloom from spring to fall, 
were designed by Frederick Law 
Olmsted. Olmsted is hailed as 
the father of landscape architecture 
in America. He was a visionary who foresaw the need for 
natural spaces in urban settings. He also is renowned for 
his landscape designs for Central Park in New York City, 
Biltmore Estate in North Carolina, and the National Zoo in 
Washington, D.C.

Olmsted arrived at the Capitol in 1874 to assume the job of 
planning the enlarged grounds. Olmsted believed that his 
design should complement the grandeur of the building, not 
compete with it. 

Frederick Law Olmsted
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